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2020 Offline Access Assignments: Government 

 

General:  

¶ Online modules and copies of this assignment can be found on the Schoology webpage. 

¶ Assignments are to be completed by the return of school. 

¶ Resources are provided to help students complete assignments. Student should utilize 

school issued textbook, when needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day One- Federalism and Separations of Powers  

Create two signs: one for Federalist #10, and one for Federalist #51. Read the passages 
below to learn the key arguments of these two essays. The central feature of each poster 
should be a giant #10 or #51. Then, you will need to use pictures to convey the gist of each 
essay without using any words. 

 





a. Which one do we believe the most in today? Who are the two philosophers that are 

most 

15. responsible for its formation and what are the differences between their views (try and 

16. summarize the difference in one sentence)? 

17. 14. What is the “state of nature” called – aka life without government? 

18. 15. What are the two ways we categorize types of governments (hint: the answer is in more 

than one slide)? 

19. 16. Nondemocratic governments are usually what type of government? What are three forms of 

this 

20. type of government? 

21. 17. What are the two forms of democracies? What are the other names we use for the latter 

form? 

22. 18. What do I mean when I talk about different levels of government? 

a. How do we categorize the levels in the U.S.? 

23. 19. What are the three types of governments based on levels of government? Provide a short 

24. summary of each based on how they function. 

a. Which is top down? Which is bottom up? Which is in the middle? 

b. Provide an example of each (historical or present)? 

Day Four- Citizenship Test: Principles of Democracy  

SECTION A: PRINCIPLES OF DEMOCRACY 

1.  What is the supreme law of the land?  (USG-3.1) (USHC-1.5) 
a. The Declaration of Independence c. The Constitution 
b. The Magna Carta   d. The Articles of Confederation 

 
2. What does the Constitution do?  (USG-3.1, 3.2) (USHC-1.5) 
a. Sets up the government   c. Defines the government 
b. Protects basic rights of Americans d. All of the above 

 
3. The idea of self-government is in the first three words of the Constitution.  What are these 
words? (USG-2.4) (USHC-1.5) 
a. We the People    c. Pursuit of Happiness 
b. Freedom of Speech   d. E Pluribus Unum 

 
4. What is an amendment? (USG-2.5) (USHC-1.5) 
a. A Supreme Court Decision  c. An Executive Order 
b. A change/addition to the Constitution d. A result of an override of a veto 

 
5. What do we call the first ten amendments to the Constitution? (USG-2.4) (USHC-1.5) 
a. Judicial Review    c. The Supremacy Clause 
b. The Bill of Rights   d. The Bicameral Legislature 

 
6. What is one right or freedom from the First Amendment? (USG-2.4, 4.5) (USHC-1.5) 
a. Speech     c. Religion 
b. Press     d. All of the Above 



 
7. 



 

 
17. What are the two parts of the U.S. Congress? (USG-3.2) (USHC-1.5) 
a. The President and Vice President c. The Senate and the House of Representatives 
b. The Ways and Means Committee d. The Cabinet and the Supreme Court 

 
18. How many U.S. Senators are there? (USG-3.2) (USHC-1.5) 
a. 50     c. 52 
b. 100     d. 104 

 
19. We elect a U.S. Senator for how many years? (USG-3.1) 
a. Two (2)     c. Four (4) 
b. Six (6)     d. Eight (8) 
 
20. Who is one of your state’s U.S. Senators now? (USG-4.1) 
a. Tim Scott    c. Bernie Sanders 
b. Barbara Boxer    d. Ted Cruz 

 
21. The House of Representatives has how many voting members? (USG-3.1) 
a. 100     c. 435 
b. 535     d. 600 

 
22. We elect a U.S. Representative for how many years? (USG-3.1) 
a. Two (2)     c. Four (4) 
b. Six (6)     d. Eight (8) 

 
23. Name your U.S. Representative. (USG-4.1) 
a. Trey Gowdy 



28.   What is the name of the President of the United States now? (USG-4.1) 
a. Barack Obama   c. Donald Trump 
b. George W. Bush   d. Bill Clinton 

 
29. What is the name of the Vice President of the United States now? (USG-4.1) 
a. Joseph Biden, Jr.  c. Mike Pence 
b. George W. Bush   d. Sarah Palin 

 
30.  If the President can no longer serve, who becomes President? (USG-2.5) 
a. Speaker of the House   c. Secretary of State 
b. Vice President    d. Chief Justice 
 
31. If both the President and the Vice President can no longer serve, who becomes President? (USG-
2.5) 
a. President of the Senate   c. Secretary of State 
b. Speaker of the House   d. Chief Justice 

 
32.  Who is the Commander-in-Chief of the military? (USG-3.2) 
a. The President    c. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
b. The Defense Secretary   d. The National Security Advisor 

 
33. Who signs bills to become laws? (USG-3.2) 
a. The House of Representatives  c. The Senate 
b. The Supreme Court   d. The President 

 
34. Who vetoes bills? (USG-3.2) 
a. The Supreme Court   c. The President 
b. Congress   



39. How many justices are on the Supreme Court? (USG-3.2) 
a. Six (6)     c. Seven (7) 
b. Eight (8)    d. Nine (9) 

 
40. Who is the Chief Justice of the United States now? (USG-4.1) 
a. Barack Obama    c. Thurgood Marshall 
b. John Roberts    d. John Boehner 

 
41. Under our Constitution, some powers belong to the federal government.  What is one power of 
the federal government? (USG-3.3) 
a. 





59. Who lived in America before the Europeans arrived? (USHC-1.1) 
a. Russians    c. Native Americans 
b. Bedouins    d. Celts 

 
60. What group of people was taken to America and sold as slaves? (USHC-2.4) 
a. Africans    c. Seminoles 
b. Ukrainians    d. Macedonians 

 
61. Why did the colonists fight the British? (USG-2.4) (USHC-1.2) 
a. Because the colonists wanted to become French 
b. Because the colonists protested high taxes without representation 
c. Because George Washington wanted to become King of America 
d. Because all of the colonies disagreed with slavery 

 
62. Who wrote the Declaration of Independence? (USG-2.4) (USHC-1.3) 
a. Benjamin Rush    c. George Mason 
b. Thomas Jefferson   d. Henry Knox 

 
63. When was the Declaration of Independence adopted? (USG-2.4) (USHC-1.3) 
a. January 1, 1763    c. July 4, 1776 
b. October 31, 1783   d. December 25, 1801 

 

64. There were 13 original states.  Name three. (USG-2.4) (USHC-1.1) 
a. California, Nevada, and Utah 
b. South Carolina, Massachusetts, and Virginia 
c. Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan 
d. Vermont, Kentucky, and Florida 

 
65. What happened at the Constitutional Convention? (USG-3.1) (USHC-1.4) 
a. The Southern states seceded from the United States 
b. The United States decided to end slavery 
c. The State delegates drafted the Constitution 
d. The State delegates elected Benjamin Franklin President 

 
66. When was the Constitution written? (USG-3.1) (USHC-1.4) 
a. 1763     c. 1776 
b. 1787     d. 1801 

 
67. The Federalist Papers supported the passage of the U.S. Constitution.  Name one of the writers. 
(USG-2.4) (USHC-1.4) 
a. James Madison    c. George Mason 
b. Thomas Jefferson   d. Benjamin Franklin 

 
68. What is one thing Benjamin Franklin is famous for? (USHC-792 re
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99. When do we celebrate Independence Day? (K-3.2) 
a. January 1    c. March 17 
b. July 4     d. December 25 

 
100. Name two national U.S. holidays. (K-3.2) 
a. Boxer Day and Thanksgiving Day  c. Ramadan and Yom Kippur 
b. St. Patrick’s Day and Valentine’s Day d. President’s Day and Memorial Day 
 

 

Day 9- The Price, Power, and Resp



1942, the House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC) added his name to a list of presumed 

Communists. The FBI issued a custodial detention card for Robeson, which would authorize his 

immediate arrest at any time deemed necessary to national security. The action did nothing to suppress 

Robeson’s views. The FBI would continue to monitor him until 1955. During the Cold War era, the 

government continued to scrutinize Robeson’s actions. He testified before the HUAC a number of times. 

In 1947, when asked if he was a Communist, he claimed he was “an anti-fascist and an independent.” In 

1956, despite a battle with illness, he accused the committee of being “the true un-Americans” and 

admonished them: “[Y]ou should be ashamed of yourselves.” In the intervening years, the State 

Department used the new Internal Security Act to force Robeson to swear he was not a Communist or 

relinquish his passport. Robeson refused and his lawsuit against the State Department would be denied 

review by the Supreme Court until 1958. Robeson had not escaped the scrutiny of the American public 

either. In 1949, over eighty of his U.S. concerts were canceled. The National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) disassociated itself from Robeson, and other black leaders 

condemned him as disloyal and un-American after he announced at the World Peace Congress: “It is 

unthinkable that American Negroes will go to war on behalf of those who have oppressed us for 

generations... against a country [Stalin’s Soviet Union] which in one generation has raised our people to 

the full dignity of mankind.” Nevertheless, Robeson held to his beliefs and increased his involvement 

with the Soviet Union. In 1952, he was awarded the Stalin Peace Prize—the same year that Stalin sent 

Yiddish writers to their deaths. Itzak Feffer, a friend who had warned Robeson about Stalin’s progressive 

subordination of the Jews, was one of the men killed. Later, Robeson justified his support of Stalin when 

he claimed, “the coach tells you what to do and you do it.” After the Supreme Court finally reviewed his 

case and reinstated his passport in 1958, public perception of Robeson began to change. The socialist 

government in India declared a “Paul Robeson Day” in honor of his 60th birthday. His United States 

concert tour enjoyed warm receptions across the country. He released his autobiography, Here I Stand. 

He toured London and Moscow, and received an overwhelmingly positive response. For the next five 

years, Robeson divided his time between Europe and the Soviet Union, working in England only upon 

swearing that he was not a member of the Communist Party. More than a decade later, after his return 

to the United States, the FBI closed its file on Robeson. He died two years later, in January 1976. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Did the United States respect Paul Robeson’s right to free speech? Were the FBI’s surveillance 

and subsequent actions (detention card, revocation of passport), as well as the HUAC 

investigations, an encroachment on Robeson’s right to freedom of speech? Explain. 

2. Did non-government organizations/ individuals respect Robeson’s freedom of speech? Explain. 

3. Does the U.S. government have the power to curtail the rights of citizens who endorse foreign 

governments that are sworn enemies of the United States? Explain. 

4. Does the U.S. government have the responsibility to protect citizens from persons who associate 

and support governments working to overthrow the American democratic system? Explain. 

5. Should Robeson have shown more respect for the United States’ concern for national security? 

Explain. 

 

 

 



Day 10- Current Events 

Find an article/news story from your local/state/national news. You can use the internet, newspaper, 

television, or radio. The article you choose should: 

¶ Be current. (the last month or so)  

¶ Include a topic on purpose of government, federalism, or civil liberties or civil rights.  

 

Your written response should:  

¶ Include a summary of the article/news story 

¶ Describe how it connects to the topics of purpose of government, federalism, or civil liberties or 

civil rights 

¶ Include an introduction, body, and conclusion  

¶ Describe the source.  
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